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The annual celebrations commemorating 
the Feast of St. Photios, Ecumenical Patri-
arch of Constantinople and Equal to the 
Apostles, presents an opportunity for the 
faithful to gather from across the nation 
with one purpose, to honor the Saint 
whose life strongly established the 
Church in the East by defending the 
Faith and insuring that the Orthodox 
Faith would be accessible to people near 
and far to Constantinople.  
This year, the 33rd annual Pilgrimage 
Feastday weekend afforded four days of 
activities.  Ecclesiastical services were 
celebrated:  Great Vespers - Thursday, 
February 5th and Matins/Divine Liturgy, 
Friday, February 6th in the chapel of St. 
Photios; February 7th · Memorial at the 
AHEPA New Smyrna Memorial and 
Great Vespers at St. Demetrios in Dayto-
na Beach; and February 8th -Matins/
Divine Liturgy in the chapel of St. Photi-
os. 
The Foundation thanks Ron Hilliard and  
Helen Carlos,  James and Constance De-

metriou and Allan and Polly Hillier, who 
through the United in Ministry initiative, 
provided for the Holy Cross student am-
bassadors, Cassandra Garibaldi, Demetri 
Constantine, Nicholas Lanzourakis,  and 
Irene Koulianos, who served as chanters 
at all the events and presented the local 
parishes with Hellenic College promo-
tional materials.    
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St. Augustine, FL -- St. Photios Greek 
Orthodox National Shrine is located in 
the Colonial Quarter of St. Augustine, 
FL.  It is a sacred and historical site 
built in memory of the 500 Greeks 
who came to America with the Turn-
bull expedition in 1768.   The chapel 
has a reliquary with the bone frag-
ments of 18 saints of the early Church 
in the narthex and the relics of 3 fe-
male saints in the altar.  The chapel 
and museum occupy the historic Av-
ero House · a 2-story structure that 
was built in the 1740³s, razed and then 
reconstructed.  In 1982, the Shrine 
opened with a clear mission to active-
ly witness Orthodox Christianity, 
share the Hellenic culture and honor 
the memory of all immigrants who 
came to America in quest of a new 
life.  
Hours of Operation:  

Mon -Sat, 9-5 & Sun, noon · 6:00. 
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Archon Nicholas J. Furris graciously 

accepted Metropolitan Alexios³ invita-

tion to present the keynote address at 

the 33rd annual St. Photios Foundation 

Pilgrimage Banquet.  Furris faithfully 

serves as Masters of Ceremonies at the 

annual event, but the faithful were 

eager to hear of his experience in the 

work he undertook in serving as Com-

munications Coordinator and also 

filming His All Holiness Patriarch Bar-

tholomew and His Holiness Pope 

Francis in the Holy Lands May 25 and 

26, 2015.   

He answered by sharing what remains 
with him today, ´To be not afraid.µ  
Here are excerpts of the full speech 
given on Sunday, February 8th at the 
Casa Monica Hotel in St. Augustine, 
FL. 

´Do not be afraid as Francis and Bar-
tholomew, who both with conse-
quences, recognized the importance of 
this anniversary as a reminder that 
much has been accomplished between 
the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 
but much more needs to be done in 
order to bring us back to full com-
munion. These are two great leaders 
who respect each other and recognize 
that unity can be and must be 
achieved despite the voices that sound 
off and continue to prefer division ra-
ther than unification. Remind people 
that dialogue and love trump evil, al-
ways!  As per St. Paul, we are remind-
ed that God³s desire is One Church, 
One Faith!µ 

´Do not be afraid to profess your Or-
thodoxy. Be as bold and courageous 
as Photios the Great, the founder of 
the sacred institution we celebrate to-
day.  The great saint boldly sent many 
emissaries, including Sts. Cyril and 
Methodios, to the Slavic lands. He 

professed the Faith to all yet with in-
struction to respect the cultures and 
traditions of the lands that were being 
evangelized; never insisting or dis-
criminating anyone based on ethnici-
ty, language, geographic location.  I 
suggest we all do this as individuals 
and as churches. We cannot afford to 
be xenophobes. It stifles. Still water 
becomes poisonous. Share freely this 
gift of Orthodoxy and yes, Hellenism, 
for the two can never be separated. 
And the first way we all can do this is 
to find ways of supporting this institu-
tion that does this very thing day in 
and day out. Spread the word.  Offer 
your time, your talent and yes your 
treasure. There is only one beloved St. 
Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine¦our Plymouth Rock in these 
United States.µ 

´Do not be afraid to stand for moral 
and social principals in line with your 
faith. Have courage¦the courage our 
Archbishop Iakovos of blessed 
memory. Despite death threats¦he 
walked shoulder to shoulder with Dr. 
Martin Luther King when others 
would not.  The writer and director of 
Selma did not forget to include this in 
their movie as it was a pivotal state-
ment made by our Archbishop, al -
though it was at the time not a very 
popular one! We must not be revision-
ist in our history but speak plainly.  It 
was an unpopular move on His Emi-
nence³s part but today as we look 
back, it may be the singular greatest 
statement in the life of our Holy Arch-
diocese in America. Why? Because it 
was the right thing to do and it took 
courage!µ 
´Do not be afraid to fight injustices.  

The greatest injustice occurred in Jeru-

salem years ago. But make no mistake 

about it, today Christianity is under 

attack.  Christians are being massa-

cred all over the world, churches are 

destroyed and desecrated, religious 

freedom is constantly attacked and for 

us as Greek Orthodox Christians un-

der the spiritual jurisdiction of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate, it continues.  

Have the courage as did our gentle 

and wise Archbishop Demetrios of 

America when in front of a packed 

room of worldwide reporters in Istan-

bul spoke softly yet so wisely,  chal-

lenging the Turkish authorities of 

their persistent persecution of the 

Mother Church¦I shall paraphrase: 

´Why is it that Turkey would not 

want or support the Ecumenical Patri-

archate, the symbol of worldwide Or-

thodoxy that is established in this 

land? Instead it mocks and persecutes 

it! Can you imagine Italy doing this to 

the Vatican? This makes no sense 

whatsoever but shows that the Turk-

ish authorities are not for true free-

dom of human, civil and religious 

rights and the world must take note!µ 

His Eminence was not afraid.  

Archon Nicholas J Furris Gives the Keynote  

Address at the 33rd Annual St Photios Feastday 

Banquet  

Keynote Speaker ~ Nicholas J Furris  



Volunteer of the Year ~ Margo Kelley  

The St. Photios Foundation bestows 
an annual award upon a Friend of 
St. Photios Shrine who exhibits a 
steadfast commitment of time, tal-
ents and resources to its minis-
try.   This year the Foundation rec-

ognized Margo N. Toscas Kelley, 
who supports the Shrine in many 
ways.  Shrine Volunteer and Friend 
since 2006, Margo leads by example 
in all she does.  She has been a re-
treat leader at the Pan Orthodox 
Women³s Retreat, a contributor at 
the October Cultural Saturday, 
spearheaded a successful fundrais-
ing initiative while witnessing Or-
thodox Christian Faith, and serves 
as chanter throughout the year 
when ecclesiastical services are cele-
brated in the St. Photios Chapel. 
It was an honor to bestow the 2015 

St. Photios Award to Margo in the 

presence of members of the Toscas, 

Kelley, and Esper families.  Her 

mother, Maria, and  her father of 

blessed memory, Nicholas, raised 

their family in Joliet, IL where they 

attended All Saints Greek Orthodox 

Church.  Margo was blessed in Mar-

riage to the former Antiochian 

Priest Edward Kelley, also of 

blessed memory, and especially 

with their son, Niko.  She volun-

teers in the local community and  

serves various Church ministries 

including those of Holy Trinity 

Greek Orthodox Church, St. Photios 

National Shrine, OCMC, and AGES 

Initiatives.    

Margo Toscas Kelley Receives  

Volunteer Recognition  

Mistress of Ceremonies ~ Staci Spanos Gibson  

Staci Spanos Gibson  has worked 
in the television industry for 21 
years, where she was most re-
cently the main anchor of ´The 
Morning Showµ in Jacksonville, 
FL.  Staci has accrued many acco-
lades over the years, including an 
Edward R. Murrow Award for 
Journalistic Excellence and two 
Associated Press Awards.   
 

Staci was also honored to help 

facilitate a better understanding 

of Orthodoxy through the Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese³s web se-

ries ´Discovering Orthodox 

Christianity.µ  Staci and her hus-

band Tom have two children, 

Evangelia and Zachary.  She 

teaches Greek School to children 

at their home church, St John the 

Divine in Jacksonville.  

 

On Sunday, December 28 th, the 
Friends of St. Photios  hosted its 

final program of the year - Meet 
the Authors!   The book promotion 
of My Road to Damascus written by 
Father Konstantine Tsigas and The 
Jesus Prayer and Me by Vasiliki Tsi-
gas-Fotinis offered visitors  the op-
portunity to meet members of this 
dynamic family and hear two amaz-
ing stories.  Father Tsigas resides in 
Lake Mary, FL, and Greece, and his 
daughter, Vasiliki Tsigas -Fotinis re-
sides in Succasunna, NJ.  They both 
shared excerpts from their 

books.  Both books are available in 
the Shrine gift shop book store. Meet the Authors  

3 


